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Ethical Research Committee 

RESEARCH PROPOSAL REVIEW 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED RESEARCH 

PROCEDURES 

Briefly summarize the major objective of your research and all procedures to be conducted with 
human participants. Give enough detail so that a reviewer can understand what you plan to do. 

Also, submit a copy of 1) the Methods Section/Chapter of your proposed research, 2) all research 
instruments, including demographic background questionnaires, and 3) the informed consent form 
to be read and signed by participants prior to participation. 

PARTICIPANT RECRUITMENT 

1. What is the relationship, if any between the P.I. and the potential participants? 

2. How will participants be contacted? (Be very specific) 

3. Approximately how many participants will be studied? Describe the participants' primary 
characteristics. 

4. What is the rationale (e.g., population is under represented) for the use of the sample that 
will be studied? Convenient sample is not acceptable as a rationale 

RISK/BENEFITS 

1. What are the potential benefits (if any) to participants and/or to others? 

2. What are the reasonably foreseeable risks to participants? What are the negative effects (if 
any) on participant's physical, psychological, social or legal well-being as a consequence of 
participation in this research? 

3. What procedures will you use to protect against or minimize potential risks, and how will 
you assess the effectiveness of those procedures? 

4. If there are potential risks to participants, how will they be minimized prior to the 
implementation of the research? How will problems be handled if they occur during the 
implementation of the research? What other methods were considered and rejected in favor 
of the method chosen (provide rationale for choices)? 

5. How will the risks to participants be outweighed by the potential benefits to participants or 
by the importance of the knowledge gained? 

6. If applicable describe and explain "no known risks" of any kind. 

INFORMED CONSENT 

Are your proposed participants capable of giving informed consent? Is the research population in a 
free-choice situation? Or, are they constrained by age or other factors that limit their capacity to 
choose? For example, are they adults, or students who might be beholden to the institution in which 
they are enrolled, or prisoners, or children, or mentally or emotionally disabled? Does the 
inducement to participate reduce significantly their ability to choose freely or not to participate? 
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CONFIDENTIALITY 

1. What provisions will be made to safeguard the anonymity and confidentiality of personal 
data? Where will the data be stored (e.g., locked filing cabinet)? 

2. Who will have access to the data? 

3. What will be done with the data when the research is completed? When will the data be 
destroyed (e.g., "no later than [specific date]")? Who will destroy the data? How will the 
data be destroyed? 

OTHER 

1. If the research involves deception, describe the debriefing procedures that will be used and 
submit a verbatim debriefing statement for review. Include procedures for removing 
possible negative effects of deception on participants. When deception is necessary, 
debriefing should be prompt and complete. 

2. If participants are to be paid in cash, services, or benefits for participation, describe the 
amount and basis of payment or compensation. 

3. In general, there should not be any feedback to the individual participant about his/her 
individual performance. Any special reasons for waiving this rule must be reviewed and 
approved. 

4. Include any additional relevant information on protection of the rights and welfare of 
participants. 

 


